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Classified  By:  Ambassador  Gary  A.  Grappo  for  Reasons  1.4  (b,  d) 

^1 . (C)  The  Ambassador  informed  Sayyid  Badr  al-Busaidi, 

Ministry  of  Foreign  Affairs  Secretary  General,  on  October  18 
of  the  President's  determination  upgrading  Oman  from  Tier  3 
to  Tier  2 Watch  List  in  the  Department ' s most  recent 
Trafficking  in  Persons  (TIP)  report.  Sayyid  Badr  was  very 
pleased  with  the  news  and  promised  to  immediately  inform 
Sultan  Qaboos  of  the  upgrade.  He  commented  that  the 
government  wished  the  determination  would  have  been  issued 
sooner,  but  that  he  understood  that  the  U.S.  had  "procedures" 
that  needed  to  be  completed  first. 

J.2 . (C)  When  pressed  by  the  Ambassador  for  a timeline  on  new 

anti-TIP  measures,  particularly  comprehensive 
anti-trafficking  legislation,  Sayyid  Badr  replied,  "Our 
friends  did  not  let  us  down,  and  we  will  not  let  them  down." 

He  stated  that  he  had  seen  the  final  version  of  Oman's  new 
anti-TIP  law,  currently  with  the  Council  of  Ministers  for 
review,  and  that  news  of  the  President's  determination  would 
allow  the  legislation  to  move  to  the  "fast  track"  for 
approval.  The  Sultan  himself,  Sayyid  Badr  noted,  wanted  the 
law  to  be  passed. 
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